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Brasília, December 21, 2008
Official Letter 89/2008

To His Excellency Mr. Celso Amorim,

Ministry of Foreign Relations –Government of Brazil
The United Religions Initiative – URI is an organization drawn upon the fiftieth anniversary of the United Nations and today it has a membership of some four hundred groups in more than sixty countries. One of its main objectives is to work to put an end of religiously-motivated violence, one of its areas of focus being the defense of human rights.
Having done this small presentation, we hereby provide you Your Excellency with information on facts that are worrisome to human rights defenders, particularly religious leaders. Hence we ask for your attention.

The question that we refer to is the imprisonment of the members of the Bahá’ Community last May for no legal motives, with the aggravation that, after all this time, the lawyers of the Human Rights Defender Center, of which Mrs. Shirin Ebadi, the Peace Nobel, is a member, to even be granted access to the prisoners or their case files
It also saddens us the fact that, certainly because of their seeking to defend the rights of the mentioned Bahá’í prisoners, Mrs. Shirin Ebadi’s office was closed, under unsustainable arguments, which proves to have been an act of reprisal that all the international community is aware.
In the face of these facts, we cannot but to request this Ministry of Foreign Relations to issue a public statement on these arrests, and to urge the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran to promptly see the equivocal and illegality of these acts that must be repaired, first of all with the release of the prisoners.

We emphasize that by doing so, this Ministry will be aligning itself with the actions that other agencies of the Brazilian Government are carrying out, especially on issues linked to Human Rights and Religious Freedom – issues that constitute the reference model for other countries – apart from the fact that it reflects the yearning for dialog and cooperation that guide the contacts and joint actions embraced by the religious leadership of the diverse religious segments which are represented in Brazil.
Sincerely yours,

Elianildo da Silva Nascimento

Coordinator of URI-Brasília

www.uri.org (English) – www.uri.org/americalatina (Spanish/Portuguese) 

Tels: 55 61 3340.4095 – 9633.8420

E-Mail: elianildonascimento@yahoo.com.br
