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Brasília, December 21st 2008

Official Letter 88/2008

Dear Mr. Mohsen Shaterzadeh

Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran
The United Religions Initiative – URI is an organization drawn upon the fiftieth anniversary of the United Nations and today it has a membership of some four hundred groups in more than sixty countries. One of its main objectives is to work to put an end of religiously-motivated violence, one of its areas of focus being the defense of human rights.

Having done this small presentation, we hereby provide you Your Excellency with information on facts that are worrisome to human rights defenders, particularly religious leaders. Hence we ask for your attention.

Firstly, let me convey to Your Excellency that, as a member of the coordinating board of the Cooperation Circle of the United Religions Initiative in Brasília, for a long time we have been in close contact with our Islamic brothers from many different states of this country, whom we always invite to participate at significant events that take place within and outside the country, allowing for wider public knowledge of Islam.

We are fully convinced and aware of the problems that hit the Islamic communities globally and in particular of those questions linked to political and economical interests that use campaigns that often seek to associate the image of Muslims with violence. As far as this is concerned, we can recognize and at the same time denounce such injustices.

Through dialog and cooperation we seek to deepen interaction, respect and friendship ties among religious leaderships from diverse backgrounds, so that through these actions we can demonstrate that peaceful and justice-based coexistence is feasible. Therefore, reports sent from Iran throughout this year, particularly at this moment, regarding the imprisonment of the members of the Bahá’ Community, occurred last May, with no legal real motives, with the aggravating factor that, after all this period, lawyer and member of the Human Rights Defenders Center Mrs. Shirin Ebadi, Peace Nobel laureate, has been denied access to the prisoners or their case files.
It also saddens us the fact that, certainly because of their seeking to defend the rights of the mentioned Bahá’í prisoners, Mrs. Shrin Ebadi’s office was closed, under unsustainable arguments, which proves to have been an act of reprisal of which the international community is aware.

In the Holly Quran, Justice and Mercy are values which are always reminded to all the believers. Thus even if we are to consider the total independence of the Iranian State, we cannot understand such attitudes, and even less accept them, as we hereby respectfully express. As Human Rights and Religious Freedom defenders, we also ask for clarification from the Iranian Embassy in Brazil on the conditions under which the Bahá’í leadership, whose names are not even on Tehran’s Evin Prison official lists, are being held captive.

We also feel impelled to request from those responsible for these human rights violations, and particularly the Iranian Government, good sense and real practice of justice, through the release of these prisoners and the full reestablishment of their rights, since the Christians and Jews among Iranian citizens do not suffer – or they should not – any such violations – facts that yet again cannot justify the mentioned acts.

Dearest Mr. Ambassador, to conclude I would like to express that I understand that, at the eventuality of the continuity of this situation, we shall see it as a setback on the world's view on human rights in Iran, as well as on the very image of the country, which certainly will give room to those heralds of untruthfulness against Islam and their specific arguments to work solidly in their propaganda.

Moreover, there is no doubt that if this situation that we now repudiate comes to occur, all of us, who work for the social and organizational awareness on the theological and cultural, legal and scientific richness that Islam brought to all humankind through the centuries, will be in a difficult position to argument in defense.

We thank you for your precious attention, 

Elianildo da Silva Nascimento

Coordinator of URI-Brasília
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